
S A L I O 1 B  B A T  
** I *  * * ** 

Locate& on the Xortheast  Shore of Prince o f  Tales Is1 8. 
4 * * *  \ S H E R \ E d  

There was a mall FM of sockeyes i n  this bay on July 1, when the first 

examination was mile, and the Fumber increased gradually. The run of  sockeyes 

ended the latter par t  of July with. the peak of the ran being between July 19 

and 26; however, i t  proved a verg sax11 m n  in  cornprison w € t h  formsr years. 

A few humpbacks began Jumping i n  the bagr A a g u s t  1, but the prfncfpal 

run conanenced A u g m  t 12 and by Angnst 17 *here were practically 2000 humpbacks 

i n  the upper creek. From August 22 to 28 them was an average of 200 hump- 

backs escaping per 

In regard to  fiehing in this bay, w i l l  s4y there were several seine boats 

i n  Salmon Bqy thronghbnt the season. Tha mouth of the bay is very narrow an8 

these boats anohored immediately below the dead l ine ,  thereby catching 9 6  of 

the fish, on either the incoming or receding tide. 

S U M X B R Y  
* * * *  

In  regard to the escapement of sockeyes up stream, a11 say, sfnce I have 

been stationed here, npir opinion is it has been s m a l l  8s compared with t o t a l  

number of run. ! b e  fishermen a l l  agree t h t  this years run was much below 

that of the last few years, Judgixg f r o m  rqp own observatiom. 

There was flirat, 8l.l throu& July too mch water in creek and during 

During most of July l a s t  few d a y s  of July and so far in August too l i t t l e .  

the stream was at freshet stage which t3ounbs a l l  right but for soctreyes too 

much water is 88 baU as too l i t t le ,  In  stream *ere the fishlng is 8s 'keen 

as it is  hare tb fishermen only wait f o r  om jamp to  la,y out net and there 

were so many seines, that dqy a f t e r  day by t i m  bf low tide apparentlg every 

salmon had been teken. T M  reason too much fresh water i n  a stream is a 

detriment is that sookejrea d6 not go np stream at  onllbe on gjrl 
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and down With t ide un t i l  they become used to fresh water. Row i n  an ordinary 

season here they w i l l  go up a d  d m  magbe a couple of t ides and then lodge 

i n  a place here that fishermen a d 1  the hole, SQich is a deep spot in tidal 

portion o f  creek about 400 f t .  i n  length, varying in  depth at low water from 

6 ft. t o  20 f t ,  When creek is not at high stage water in th i s  hole remins 

about half  s a l t  until high t ide f i l ls  it again. I have seen as many as 

5000 o r  6000 fish i n  there at om= time and have &aril of much larger rmbers 

being caught there on one low tide. "Oue@ most o f  July this year on account 

of  freshet in creek the water became perfectly fresh ir, hole toward the last of 

runout on ebb. I tasted water a number of times. men the water g o t  t o o  fresh 

the sockeyes would drop o u t  of hole and come do= to  lower bay and as soon as 

thqy got where water was salt they s tar ted Jumping and playing; a l l  of the t i m e ,  

dr i f t ing w i t h  the current un t i l  they got over deadline which was their  finish. 

Roae of them survived long enough to be able to stand the fresh mter i n  hole 

o r  i n  the stream i t se l f .  I watched hole m a n y  days f o r  signs of salmon lodged 

there. Wny t ims  I saw that not one salmon had remained over tide and then 

daring hot dry spell when creek level  was fatl ing da+y af te r  day t:w salmon d i d  

not s e e m  to attempt to go up stream to lake and i n  evenings of vexy h o t  days 

water got too WBsm far t h e m  in hole and they would come down ever r i f f l e s  t o  

lower ba.y and al l  those t h r a t  crossed deadline were caught. !Khat was what boats 

Era and Castle were waiting f o r  the last two o r  three weeks, all of  the o the r  

boats having Left when the num3er of fish coming in f r o m  straits became t o o  small 

t o  just i fg  their staying longer. The fishermen on the Castle and Era are wise 

as to the wag salmon act here in  dry weather and they cauk;ht about $2000.00 worth 

of ffsh after other boat8 had gone elseaere. Wine out of every ten sockeyes 

caught had been i n  hole f o r  varying lengths of tins, sese were very blacX. 

have not given up even yet, the Castle is at the mouth of the bay this morning 

They 
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( A u g u s t  16) in hopes of get t ing a haul but there are not nmny fish around this 

morning, although there are  s t i l l  a number in  hole. 

!Phere is another prablem now to donfront in allowing escapement of fish; 

that is, these prolonged drg spe l l s  i n  SUmmer. Since 1922, when I was at  Thorne 

Bay the dry weather has lasted longer than the humpback run. I n  1922 the small 

streams l ike  T o l s t o i ,  Snug Cove, South A r m  and those two small s t ream towards 

Rarrow Point d id  not  get any f i &  t o  plant eggs. I lvoRed a t  t h e m  a l l  a f te r  hump- 
b 

backs had quit  ooming in  any more and no fi sh were in evidence; all had been 

a8ught i n  salt water around mouths of the stream. Last year I was working on 

Cleveland Peninsula and two mal1 streams at Vixen In le t  from which two 'seiners, 

I know, told me they got f i f t y  thousand humpbscks between two boats, These 

streams d id  not have a l ive  fish in  them fo r  a &stance of  about a mile above the i r  

mouths. Above that point there was no stream - j u s t  the creek bed. This was 

when sal.mn had p i t  showing anywhese i n  Ernest Sound or aronnd the creek mouths. 

I f  th i s  Salmon Bay stream had been closed to a l l  fishing even f o r  a 

par t  of the t i m e  the sacbyes were running there is no doubt but the run could 

have been brought back to  normal.. I have been familiar with thie streeun far 

about 25 years or more-and it has been abused to  an unbelievable extent, almost 

a l l  o f  that t i m e ,  and st i l l  it  pers i s t s  i n  prodneing f?€#cilr6y@S. f t  is a subjeat 

of aomnent wherever 

i n  A l a s k a ,  as it wems t o  disprove our arguments. 

any old  timers are discussiw the destruction o f  the salmon 

'Phe run of salmon has been depleted in  maqy btre81118, that have not been 

fished near@ so mch as this one, to such &in extent that it -8 not pay t o  ffsh 

aqy more. So= eronditZen or so?aething about this stream o r  lake must %e verg 

favorable f o r  the prodnetion of ss;lmon. 

J.A.Ke1 l c X g  9 

Stream Watchman, Season of 1924. 
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About the escapement of sockeyes up stream, since I have been 
stationed here, my opinion is it has been small as compared w i t h  t o t a l  
m e r  of mn. The f %&emen all agree t k t  this g e a r s  ran was much 
below that of the last f e w  years. I@ o m  observation bears out thzt. 

There was f i r s t ,  all $hrongh July, too mch water i n  creek and 
durfng last days of July and s o  far i n  Bu,Fst too l f t t l e .  
of July the stream wds a t  f'reshet stage, which sounds all r ight  but 
for sockeyes too mch water is as bed at? too l i t t l e  i n  a stream where 
the fishzing is as keen as it is here. 
one j.m? to lag out net and there were so mang seines,that day after 
dag by t i m e  of low t i d e  apparently every salmon had been taken. 

Daring most 

!Phe fishermen only w a i t  for 

The reason that too nazch mesh water i n  stream is not beneficial 
fs that sockeyes do not go up stream at once on a r r i v a l  but go up and 
dawn w i t h  t i a e ,  till they becone used to  fresh water. Row i n  a31 ordin- 
ary season here thqy wiil go up and down m y  be a couple of t ides md 
then lodge in  a place here tlnt fishermen call the hole, sh-lch is a deep 
spot i n  tidal portion o f  creek about 400 f t .  i n  length,vaF$ing i n  ciepth at 
low water frczirn 6 ft. to  20 ft.  When creek is not a t  hi& staga mter 
i n  this remains about  half salt mt€l next high tide f i l l s  i n  again. 
Z have seen as mqy as 5,000 or 5,000 fish i n  these at one t im an& have 
heard of mach larger nuabers bein&- cmght thew on one low tide. 

'phrough the most of July this  yees,on acconnt of  freshet in 
creek, the water became perfectly f resh i n  h o l t  towards the last o f  
rnnout on ebb. I tasted water a number of t ime.  When the water 
got too fresh the sockeye muld drop out of hole and comB & w n  to lower 
bay, and as soon as they got where water was salt they s tar ted jumping 
and playing) all the t im  dr i f t ing  Hth the current till  they go t  ova? 
deadlim,, *fch was their  finish. Ron? of thean surviYed long enough 

I watched hole mmy days f o r  slg 
I d i d  not see tzit one salmon ha 
hot &rg spell *en creek level P 
not  seem to atternpt to go up str 
days water got too warm for then 
riffles to lomr bay and all tho 



T b a t  wqs what the boa t s  and Castle were w a i t i n g  for 
the l a s t  two o r  three weeks. All the botts i e f t  &en the n-mber 
of fish coming in  f r o m  stmits becam too sm11 t o  Justify staying 
longer . 
w q  salmon act  here i n  d q  weather and the2 caught about tm thousand 
dollars worth o f  fish after other boats had -3ne elsewhe=. 

Those tm fellows on e and Castle are  wide t o  the 

@ine out of ten of all sockeyes they got had been i n  hole 
f o r  varying length o f  t im, som were very black. Tnqy b v e  not given 
up even yet. 
i n  hopes o f  gett ing a had ,  but there are no f i s h  around this  morning, 
a l thoagb there is s t i l l  a number In hole. 
now t o  ConfYont in allowing escapment o f  f ish, th&t is, these 
dry spells i n  snmmer,since 1922, *en I was at Thorne B a g ,  the dry 
weather &is l as ted  longer Withas humpback m. 

Castle is o f f  mouth of bay this morning - Au:gast 16, 

Them is another problem 
prolonged 

In 1922 the small stream l i k e  T o l s t o i ,  Snug Cove, Soath A r m  

I looked at than all a f t e r  humpbacks k d  ? L i t  coming in. 
and those tm smll streams towards Earrow Point got no f ish t o  plant 
eggs. 
W r e  were no fish i n  than;all had  been caught i n  s a l t  water amand their  
mouths . 

Last year I was wxlsiag on Clevelard ,Peninsula zrd two small 
streams at Vixeg Inlet,f’rom whicn two seiners I know to ld  me they got 
f i f t y  thous*md humpies between tm boats, 
them f o r  8 distance o f  about a n i l e  above their  months. Above that 
point there w a s  no stream,only t:ke creek bed. This -,ms &en salmon 
had quit showing anywkre i n  3rnest Som& o r  arcmxg creek m0-at.h. 

did not h v e  a i ive  fish i n  

If th i s  SdLmon Bqy strean had been closed to  a l l  f ishing even 
for a par t  of Me tins the sockeyes were rumirg there is no doubt but 
i t  could be bro-Ght back strong. I a m  f ami l i a r  with this stream f o r  
about 25 years o r  mare and it -has bean abused to an unbelievable extent, 
a l m o s t  a l l  t:mt ti,= a& s t i l l  it pers i s t s  i n  protiacing sockeges. I t  is 
a subject of comment whereever any old t i m e r s  are ciscussing the destruction 
of the salmon i n  A l a s k a ,  as it seems to disprove our tlrgments. 

%kq? streams that have not been used nearly so bad as  this one 
have been cleaned out so bad that they do not pay t o  fish any more. Some 
condition o r  something about this stream o r  lake must be very favorable 
f o r  &e -proctaction of s a b n .  

(Signed) J.iL.Eelleg . 
Stream ??a tchmsn , 

Sdmon Bag. 










